with chronic pain. More should perhaps have been made of the excitatory and inhibitory modulation of pain at the different levels throughout the nervous system, and the concepts of peripheral and central sensitization explored. The next section focuses on the medications, procedures and other treatment options. Photographs, tables and drawings illustrate major points that are made. The chapter format is from basic science through to clinical diagnosis and treatment strategy. Patient case studies are included in some chapters. A list of selected readings is suggested after each chapter, and an adequate index is provided at the end of the book.
Perioperative, post-traumatic and labour acute pains are all covered. There is little mention, however, of the role or the importance of an "Acute Pain Service", of regional anaesthesia and catheter insertion, and of the principles of pre-emptive and multimodal analgesia. Chronic pain presentations embrace the nociceptive, neuropathic, visceral and sympathetic components of painful syndromes including cancer pain. Palliative pain care is almost entirely omitted. Musculoskeletal pain briefly covers the arthritides, fibromyalgia and myofascial pain, but not the chronic fatigue syndrome. Interventions discussed encompass the physical, pharmacological and psychological arenas. The psychological patient profile in acute pain is not cited. Neurosurgical procedures (including pump insertion) as well as the treatment of neuromas and neuromodulation are mentioned. The function of rehabilitation in patients with persistent pain is emphasized.
It is a great pity that more is not made of drug delivery systems and routes, and the genetic understanding and imaging of pain. The epidemiology of acute and chronic pain and levels of evidence for treatment strategies are not discussed.
This text is not meant for the pain medicine specialist. Yet, with its multidisciplinary approach, this well-organized and informative manual provides a quick synopsis and an easy-to-use reference guide for anaesthetic fellowship trainees. This textbook aims to cover comprehensively of the involvement of the anaesthetist in the care of patients with cardiac diseases. Although the contents reflect the American authorship, nevertheless it is applicable to New Zealand and Australian practice. The text is divided into four main sections. The first section deals with the perioperative care of the cardiac patient. In the first chapter on preoperative evaluation of the cardiac patient, there is a clear and logical discussion of risk index models and guidelines. The chapter on cardiovascular medication brings together the information needed to manage those medications perioperatively. The third chapter, on perioperative transoesophageal echocardiography (TOE), is a good introduction to all aspects of TOE. The chapter on pain management has the underlying thesis that postoperative pain should be seen as a factor that can influence the patient's health, rather than just a subjective experience of discomfort.
The second section covers the anaesthetic management of coronary artery disease, valvular heart disease, electrophysiological disease, congenital heart disease and other less common diseases, such as cardiac tamponade. The chapter on congenital heart disease includes very clear descriptions of the various procedures that are undertaken to correct the abnormalities, their results and the anaesthetic implications of the resultant cardiovascular anatomy and physiology.
The third section deals with specific cardiothoracic surgical procedures. The chapter on cardiopulmonary bypass covers the knowledge appropriate for an anaesthetist who works with an independent perfusionist. The new techniques and technologies, such as EndoCPB, OPCABG and MIDCABG are covered in the chapter on minimally invasive cardiac surgery, with descriptions of the techniques and the clinical experience so far.
The fourth section covers non-cardiac surgical settings. As well as covering vascular, trauma, thoracic and neurosurgery, it also covers the at times very challenging areas of obstetric and ambulatory anaesthesia.
The text is set out in a very clear manner, with good tables and summary boxes, the latter reminiscent of those in BMJ articles. The progression of the subject matter within each chapter and section is logical.
In summary, this book would be of value to candidates studying for the Final FANZCA examination and anaesthetists who encounter cardiac patients within their practice. I would recommend it as a useful addition to departmental libraries.
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